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Tbe Canard steamship data, Captain Lott, from Livertoolthe Slat, and Queenetown tho 22d of December, 1801,
arrived at this port, from Halifax, at noon yesterday.
Oar advlcea by the Asia have been anticipated by her

telegraphic report from Halifax, published in the Hhuld
ea the 1st of January.
Oar European flies, which are dated to the 21st ult.,

with the letters of our correspondents In Paris and St.
Petersburg, contain some very interesting and Important
details of the newt.

The London Pott of the 20th of December says:.
M. Carlos Gutierrez, Minister Plenipotentiary of Hondn

rae, and Mr. James L.Bart, Consul for tha republics of
Mexico and Salvador, called on Wednesday at BuckinghamPalace to make inquiry after tbe health of ber Majestythe (Jueen.

Tito Malta correspondent of the London Pott, writing
en the 13th of December, says:.
The I' cal event of tbe week Is tho fact of Chevalier Cap

wu i iui, commanding me uanan mgaic tfuzamnano, iu
t.i>r< port, watching Bourbon expeditions, having broken
t -o head of a M. Debono, tho editor of a low reactionist
pa.ier called tho Guerriero Cattolico (got up by foreign
era), or a very insulting article chiefly directed against
bimaeir and Sovereign. The editor richly doservod chastisementbut, of courso, the law cannot pem.it its functionsto be invaded, and the Captain was condemned to
three months' imprisonment. It is to be hoped that the
Governor will commute tho greater part of the term into
a ine, aa tho Captain receivod gross provocation. 1 am
party to say; that the police encourage the Bourbon or le
git tin ist party here.

Our Paris Correspondence.
Paris, I>eo. 20, l&Ol.

Prince Napoleon's Opinion of an And-Anu-rican Alliance
ITifA England.The Cotton Mm Mn'ed in Their S.hm%es
end Obeying Her Natural Impulses, etc.
The following article, which I translate for you, appearedin the Opinion NaUionalc.the organ and part

property of Prince Napoleon.yesterd >y. It Is signed by
the principal editor, U. Guoroult, and undoubtedly expressesthe opinions of Prince Napoleon, as it does those
m ui" wi|n majui 117 ui ine rrmu |>«upie, in reunion 10

lh«ir loving ally, England; and the fact tbat such an
article is permitted to be published in so influential a
torn rial as the Opinion without bringing a "warning'*
upon It, does not speak very highly for the cordiality of
the alliance itsolf. These noble expressions of sympathy
from France will be read with interest in America jusl
now:.

TO. *»«« 0-anKMicaji cornier.tub moral or (tort or
, Srama, trr.

[From the Opinion Vat locale of Dec. 10.}
when it was first believed that the arrest of the
nuthern Commissioners might produce difficulties of a

serious nature between England and America, the great
, sa^jorlty »f tbe French Journals seemed to tindcndand

that IT cents should assume a graver attitude neutrality
would bo for France the only true position.
A few Journels, however, departing from the genersl

sentiment, end considering themeoivee inspired exclusivelyby tbe Interest of our cotton manufactures, spoke
af an alliance between France and England, but the Un
«eeP-i.m> reception which they encounter d in public opinion
tad them quickly to a more, jutt appreciation of the true
tmterrft of f.ance, and after tome Icrgxvcrtafiont, more or
leu dieeembied.tMey have arrived again by a re-entering curve
St tbat programme of neutrality wbtch was tbe flrst instinctiveery of surprisod opinion.
IMI. It la repeated aome days afterward, It returns to
m from the Foolish Jou nals, and the French Journals,winch fKClre or formerly did receive confidences,
affirm that France, without vat dspo.-;,,,, f.T"' hy ney,
trailty,sustain! iujglen-! izi glrcl Ser its "mbniF'aup
»ort.
Tha flrst raanlt of that moral support would bo tha roSftgnltlouof the legitimacy of England's griefs; the second,

the recognition Of tha Southern Stat' a and tha moral institutionof alavery, the third might j»«i ha| a ba to engage
us actively in the atutn "I and to cause a rupture between
Frame and the Cn.t< d StalesAsto the legitimacy of the griefs of England
t» should be observed that,according to tha principles
Settled in the Cntgrc s of Paris, ilm neutral Hag cot era
tbo eui my's gooda, with tb -etception of contraband of
war." Now the <iu"*tl"n whether two diplomatic agents

v going to Europe to rauto up adveraai lea agalasl ono of the
belligerents,' arrylrg hostile despatches und ace nipanied
by a colonel, are as formidable as bullets and [tondar,
and c nistltute what Is called "contraband of war".the
guesti n Is at least open to argument. IM England, who
seeks war, waitu;r merely for a preteat, solve tlio problem,lfalio wtil, In twenty-four hours. Hulwe,what
Strnngo reclpitatioD, wh t leveriibmss to inis In that
which does not concern us. what interest, in short,
can rnmpel us to lake a part and proflor advice which no
«n« hue aakcit?
Had Fiance decided In the outset to assume this aitl

I * Ameri a. She would nut have stopped there. i-ho
I would not have done tbla without tho arriere poirer of
I recognizing iba xmtbarn confederacy asm as Knvland
I bad ra'tad th>i blockade. *c know tliat (he interest* of

our cotton spinners (a pel up an a jum Ideation of this
I n>* a ire; but we have alieedjr remarked that It la not neB# ».ary to recognlaa the Sooth to obtain cotton; that If
4 tlio Southern porta are opened tbov will be opened for all
I the world; and that It la perfectly uaeloae for ua to comIpromise ourselves toward# tba North In order to ar

rive at a reeult equally acquired to all the nations or the
airth. I/Ot na add that tbo recognition of the Suuih ta

I the recognition "f aiarery, and tbat la a aad roU for
Ik us to play. Although (ba noisy philanthropy of
H England bur solemnly apostatized nt the feet,II of King Cotton, tbla doea not murh aurprlaa or annoy ua.
II Out tbat eruiiee.without pretest, without oiicuie, and
H without ob.ert.ahould conatltute beraelf In tbla aad
II ceremony the tram bearer of Kngland, it la tbla which
II afflicts and profoundly humiliates ua. ftealdea, why ahould
II we 'brow ourselves into this civil war? Can it be
II answered In view of the incredible intensity which popu

lar passion baa attaloed on tbo other aide of tba Atlantic
II that war will ho the reeult of such sn intervention?
II Wo aeoour adversaries bridling up, and haughtily delldaring that trance doea not fear war. Aa for ua, weII frankly coiifesa that we are n> t so intrepid. Wo ahould
II dread prodigiously a useless. Inexcusable war, which|l would he a scandal to good sense and tbo overturningI af tbo mout elsmentary ideas of our national policy. lotI ua flguro lu ourselves Trance marching gaily to tho aid ofI England In tne destruction of Uto only lim ine in ihoI world which ran net aa a counterpoise against tba n.ivalII' ouparlorlty of England. This would ba a moMtTOus abIBurdlty.« treason .against. the traditional policy of Trance.II Louis Philippe, who has hem, with Justice, accused ofU weakness, would never lava done anything to be cmMlpared to tbla. But it in said we have not reached that
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It m truo wo havn not yet, hut wo are vorgingtoward it. If tondonct-s which are Indicated t in trn
true, we are 'toeing ourselves on tbu slope. Cud w i
not easily slide to tlie bottom? We must tuyih.it snob a policy would not much resemble
the.wise conduct of the Ern;>oror1 when, artcr
the taking of tk-bastopol, coutcnt with havingdone Justice he concluded a peace anil refused to
lend his aid to England, who was impiticut to

... viiwiMui una Durn wuai was nut 01 inn
Russian navy. This remembrance should roasRure
ua and should not permit us to beliuvo that a sovereign
bo eull.'-htcued, so careful of the great interests of Franco,will allow hiinnolf to bo embroiled ill a policy fraughtwith danger,and in which the moat which wenould hoi>a
for would bo to avoid '' i falao slaps which might easily
prove fatal.

Besides, why should we dissemble our real thought.
why hide the bottom of our heart? Franco has but one
enemy in the world.that onomy is England. No; wo
mistake, It is the aristocracy of England. The English
aristocracy, for twenty-flve years, subsidised Europe
against us. It twice led the coalition under the walla of
l'aris. It caused the death of Napoleon at St. Helena,
From 1814 to 1848 it has borne with its entire weight upon
Europe and on Franee. It was Lord Palmerston.again
Prime Minister of Kngiand.who, in 1840, mado I/tuis
Philippe bow his bead to the ground, and caused the blood
to rise to tho forehead of every Frenchinan. H is the
aristocracy of England which, Jealous of our sucooss in
the t'rim?a,has never ceased since then to raise obstacles
against our policy avery where.iu Italy, in Syria, on the
Danube and in Constantinople. And now it Is a'ked that
we shall come to her aid to destroy the American marine.
Such an act would be a proof of imbecility. Is it necessaryfor us to recall the fact that the English vesse's of
war now steering toward America, and to which it is
asked that we should unite ourn, wore constri cted to act
against us? Her volunteers, raised and drilled at enormousez|iense ; her fortifications, mounted everywhere
uiicn the coast of England.it is not at all against America.itis against Franco that they have been prepared.
If England u nma to ready for war, i' it thankt t» her deli-
finer ami vindictive hatred of Prance. For the love of peace.
for humanity's sake.we do not desire to profit by the
embarrassment of England ,to assail her,hut for Cod's salce
do not let us be ankerI to aid her against our natural allies.
AU Prance mould route with indignation at such a thought.

rams, Deo. 18,1861.
Ointvuu of General Scott's Journey and Mission Home.
What France Hopes From a War Between England ami
America.The Cost of the Struggle.J'hurlow Weed's Let
ler.Coming Recognition of the Relets by Xapoleon.
Prince Xapoleon as a Friend of the Vnicn.The Xaoal
Preparations of the Empire, rfc.
The sudden departure of general Scott has given rise

to many rumors, all more or less unfounded.
The English papers saw in his abrupt departure the evidenceof some mission from this government; the 1 'atrie

also took this view of the case, and asserted it had good
cause to do so. Tha result has been a denial of any inch
mission on the part of the Tuileries Cabinet, both In the

iMoniteur, official, and Ccnstituiiraincl, semi-official. We
thus forcibly came to the conclusion tliat General Scott
had no mission or that the French government is docetv-
>d( the English Cabinet. I believe the true state of the
case is, General Scott saw that England, backed up by
France in advice if not material aid, was determined to
strike a blow at the United States, and that the gallant
eteran determined he would return to his nativo land

and give to her the aid of his experience.
It is evident, from the tone of the Paris press, that

France wishes to see England engaged in a deadly conflictwith the North; for Louis Napoleon well appreciates
that, once the struggle begun, England will find she has
engaged s terrible adversary.one that will give her full
occupation, and will forovar weaken and cripple her resources.He foresees that Ireland will take the occasion
to riae again.-1 her dastardly persecutors, and that even
India may smell the battle afar oir, and once more rebel
agaiust her tyrants. Ho fully understands that while engagedin auch a struggle her might and influence in Europew ill wane, and that Franee, at the head of the neutralnavies, and with her own powerful fleets, will be
mistress of the situation hero, She will rule as she
pleases, cut and carve nationalities according to ner own
ideas, so that when England gets breathing time, should
she ever be so fortunate, she will find naught but fail*
accompli which she will not dare intorfere with.
France will also profit in a commercial point of viaw; in

fsct, in sll ways, will she rejoice and profit when the two
greut Anglo-Saxon races are decimating oach other. T)>ere
re, ihmk Uod, some Englishmen not fo inconsistent m

prejudice and hatred of the United States as not to understandthat Franco will Fin ely take advantage of the comingstruggle for her own purposes, and there are also
eome Englishmen so high minded as to scorn the tin*

seemly haste, the cowardly brutality of the I'almerstoti
Cubmet, which glories In the idea that it may force it,*
American- into war, whilo they are ilready engaged in a

civil strife that the world should deplore, and that when
exhausted by the unequal contest they will make
the Americans pay the costa of the war. To
what greater length en despicable meanness
reach? what can more roadily betray the
dastardly sentiments that animate the English i'ahinef,
or prove moro conclusively tbo injustice of their cause
and the unwillingness of the people to go to war? This
assurance of a forced repayment or expenses is made to
drown the opposition of the massea, who will refuse to
pay the war rate.

1 must cad your attention to the fact that the Palrie
has gone so far' in Its in.mlcal course towards the United
Slates as to bring upon It the denials and contradictions
of the English journals; they no doubt wish that soma
one would save ihemfrom such a friend. The Paint announcedthat all the Powers of Europe, including Franco,
had signified to England their approval of her present
course of action. The Towers of Europe have
not made any suggestions to England, or in anjrw'ay 4f proved of hyr conduct. France has doge so
while utterly failing to establish ft single point Id its TovorDecidedly it ha^ bojp bettor to write nolhinp, and
Mr. Weed muit have a singular idej cf his duty as an
American citizen when he acknowledge* tnel tnk officers
if the San Jacinto drere in the wrong. Tho rebyl Coin
missioncr* make no such blunders. All inaialhey say
and do is carefully weighed and balanced and carefully
ciecuted. It is useless to attempt stemming tho current
of Knglieh bravado by such Weak documents as that sent
to the I/mdon limes, by Mr. Weed. It gives thorn too
good a chance to bluster ami blow; tor whore people are
determined to art villanously even eloquence fails to
slay their purpose, let alone commonplaces.

1 am assured by those whom I have ever found well In*
formed that Frauce will acknowledge the Davis govornrnentIf England does; but that at the samu time she will
assure the Washington Cabinet that It Is done with no
hostile sentiment. The Emperor Napoleon is quite unfriendly(o tho North, and would like to tee the groat republicdivided. bti( will not ut in a hostile manner towardscither tne South or North.

Prince Nenoloon continues the Arm advocate of Ibe
North, and nls influence counterbalance* the inimical
Minister's efforts to Injure your cause.

I! GSTrtiraored a few days since that the King of Pelglunihad offered hlsjorvjres as mediator between the
fuite'J Staicl and England! T »T| 10 ^'JrV9
that no such offer was ever made.
Englaqd will take good care to refuse mediation tinless

thatpfFrar.ee. She knows her cause Is bed, and will
kenp clear of interfdTflf??.
Tho Southern Commissioner* here are working ac-

lively against the North, and with Increased guccdee.
Tho only journal la Paris tut Is really fetidly Ihe

North is tho Opinion National*, tho organ or Prince nIpoleon.Thorn la no ilouht he will use all hie Influcuco in
your favor. France will send, lu ens* of war, a powerful
fleet to the American waters.

Pitts, Dec 20,1M1.
Que>h'-n of an Fnglith War in Ikr United State*.Ihe
Ancient Mrmoriet 0/ Franc*.What i* thought of lhfVrothof Prince Albert.Political Speculation on the
Exrnt.Hit Reported Opinion on rite 7Vent AJJinr.M.
d'l'erlignyonth'War.R »f rf Cabinet Changet.
The Holiday IHtplay, itc.
Tito Imminent prospoct of war betwoon America aud

(J oat Britain creates almost as largo a sensation lu Paris
as in London.
Old memories crowd thick and fast on tho public miiul,

and man who are not afraid to ei>cak what they think are,
ever and anon, beard to say that the first shot that Great
Britain Ores at ths ropublio will bo the signal for such a
scone shifting In ths drntna of European politics as

bai not boon witnessed for fifty years. It may not be
t«> day nor to-morrow, nor, perhaps, till next year; but
there are old associations, old Interests, old sympathiee,
which must In the end draw France to the side
of America. In ths mean time the Immsdiuto effect
of the storm as It impends Is most strongly
felt In all deecrlptlone of property. Rente are falling,
public securities diminish their quotation dally, trade
is paralysed. The Inanclal crisis through which France
herself la about to pass helps to deepen the gloom. Many
public works icon already to "halt by the way." There
is a talk of suepenc' ng the progress of several. The late
stimulus afforded to labor -will probably sxhlbit the ordinaryreaction In discoetent among the working clasees.
Altogether, tbla little cleud lu the West casts on ominous
shadow.

Tlit death of Priooo Albert to viewed from a French
point or survey, and some account of It cannot fall to be
Interesting. The Queen of England, it Is said hers, before
be. marriage, eihibitod no qualities from whlrh her presentgenu character could be augurod. On the contrary,
It is a metier of notoriety that she was fitful, capricious,
haughty, overbearing-in a word, self-willed. Iler
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Miuist-ra had a hard time of it. The p"
culiur character of I.or<l Melbourne remleriujj
him almost the only man In Kuglaml who
was Competent to the task of managing the virgin
Qneon. I'riuce Albert appears in the scone, and all is
Chn>ll?Mfl. Thiiun A.iuiilrl.Mtioa /.r Um.me uea r.rv.v,! ilnu n

or cover suffered 10 appear. Tho government of the
country goes steadily forward, we hear of no prejudice,
antipathies, leanings to this or that side, or to particular
individuals.all goes smoothly as the wheels of some w dl
regulated machinery. Rut those who are admitted behindthe scenes know that there wore always great difficultiesto contend with in the Queen's passionate and

overbearin^empcr, of which Prince Albert 1 ul alone the
key. When her Majesty visited Parts, in 1865, it was well
known at all the dilli-rent missions that it wag quite as

much as tho Knglmh Ambassador and the minsters
who were in attendance could do to keep.in sporting
language.her Majesty's head straight. She would and
she would cot do this or that, and no man knew exactly
where to have her. An appointment made for the next

day, at a Qxedhour, was as uncertain n* the wind, unless
Prince Albert fairly took the matter in hand: and, on the
whole, I have no hesitation in saying, from the very best
authority, that all parties were very glnd to have got ber
Miycsty out of Paris w ithout a breakdown. She greatly
disappointed the whole Parisian populace by the lateuesa
of the hour at which she entered the capital xat hour
urmg vigui u nm* r. at., insicau ui iwu u chick r. oi, on

appointed, and Ml because she chose to steam it from
Orborne in ber yacht instead of going to Dover, as she
might have done, nud keeping hor appointment to a
minute.
The Parisians waited in gathered thousands, as they

had never waited or assembled before.for it wan a great
event indeed to witness. The crowned head of their hereditaryfoe coming to share the hospitality of thetr
own monarch.and that monarch a Bonaparte.aud thoy
returned to their homes grievously disappointed. The
press, uuder its iron regime, was silent; the Knglish
papers took little notice of the fact, and so the mutter
passed off.
But now that Prince Albert is gone.now that a

woman reigna over England sufficiently experienced in
life to know the sweets of powor,how will it be? The
French, who, with all their gallantry, have at heart the
most suprcnia contempt for tbo understandings of
the Sex they so ostensibly adore, aro apt
to think that Queen Victoria of forty will display
ail and more than the dangerous self-will of her virgin
slate. They think she wi'.l have favorites.perhaps
lovers.take, possibly, another prince consort, and that
England ha^a fntr chance, under these circumstances, of
drifting before tho wind "rudderless afloat." The great
breakwntar i« now removed. Every wave of public opinionmust v h its spray right against the head of the
Queen. Tl.-i wiRe pilot is gone, and who shall say whither
ths vessel of SUto may wuudor? It is known that the
Prince listened with something more ihama cold and
listless oar to the language of l/>rd Polmerston on the
Mason and Slldell question. The Queen's strong penchant
for Earl Russell kept him mute; but it is more than probable,had he lived, in the present nicely balanced state
of part ies hia Royal Highness' voics would have oxer
ciseu a poweriui influence. mo same may do maoi

general European politics. The moderation of the councilsof England has owod far mora than is generally supposedto ttio prudence of the Prince Consort. All this is
well known at the Titilerirs, aud tne Emperor la said to
have departed from his usual reticence so far as to remark,on the first alarm created by his Royal Higness*
health, "That at the present crisis of the world he knew
of no death in Europe that would exercise an equal influence."At that time there were no substantial grounds
for supposing such an event.

I hare heard it distinctly stated, on authority
I cannot for a moment ifiestion, that Prince
Albert's impressions, on the first report of
the Ban Jaciuto and Trent business, were entirelyiu favor of America. That he said to Lord Clarendonthat in his mind there was no analogy betwixt a
neutral territory and a neutral ship, and that men like
Mason and Slidell, with official appointments from a belligerentpower, wore lawful captures. Finding that neitherLord Clarendon's opinion uor that of the Uourt entourage,whig or tory, coincided with his own.he never afterwardsexpressed himself on the subject. It wss usual
for him under such circumstances to exercise great caution,but in the end it was generally observed that tbo
Queen took upon hersslf the endorsement of any opinion
once giveu vent to by her royal consort.
The usual etiip situ in such circumstances is for the

Court hero only to put aa mourning for fifteen days; his
Majesty has prolonged the period to tweuty-one. The
Imperial Btsndard of France, at present unfurled over the
Tuilerie*, is lowered to heir mssf.
Yesterday T happened to hear the opinion of no less a

personage than M. ie Fcrsigny on the prospects of America,in the probe Die event of ber goiug to war with ftreat
Britain. It is well knowi that M de Peisignv never con-
veals hie ideas under th« msetl* of diplomacy, but at thu
dinner tablo will give rent to them with peculiar freedom.
The substanco of his remarks was as follows.That such
an i!rent was greatly to lie deplored, but at the same
time, should it bappou to occur, It wo* a great mistaketo suppose that, with all her intcatiue troubles,
the cause of America was desperate. It is true,
he said, England might, a* she say*, sweep away h r

fleet, 6«< the niisrhu-J' America < rmid injlict on Iht mother
countiy by herpriiutters wat incalcufjUr. These would
appear in all parts of the globe. Other nations.representedby individuals.would gladly hoist tbe Stars and
Striiics an I associate themselves with America in so profitablea venture. England, covering the sea with her
argosies, would bn at the mercy of every bold adventurer.thecommerce of the country would he thoroughly
disjointed ; civil commotions at homo would help the
Americans, for it was not to be supposed that Manchester,Liverpool, Preston and other towns would uot bs
severely hurt by such a war. Ureat Hritaiu would get
into hot water about the individuals of foreign
nations, whom no law cm id restrain from pn-
va'ecring in the Amencau quarrel; the governmentsbe appealed to, misunderstand nigs would
sprung up, till at last soma other maritimenatiou, or per-
haps uat ions, might take the aide or America, and all Europeb"> brought tnto the quarrel. France will certainly
maiutain, bo added, as if afraid of being misunderstood,
the strictest neutrality, .she bus no money for the quar-
rels of her neighbors, though she Will always have sjffl-
cient to maintain her own. Itut, said M. de IVrilguv, I
devoutly hope (hat Messrs. Mason aud Slidoli may bo
given up and I am inclined to think tlvy will. ,

The MonU-ur yesterday published a formal acdabso- ,
lute contradiction ;Umumon that have boon for somo ,
timoolloaibf rhnngis m tM g^plstry being imminent. ,
ine iruui is, mo uneasiness m mo pu;->iv wp"* mi

slaie of the finances is no great thai it represents ittelf in
ell aorta of wild reports, and tbs othcial journal displays
no ordinary anxi-ty in iU desire to dissipate the commonuneasiness. Tbe Emperor. despite the able r«|ioi l
if M Trot,long in the Sonata.the burden of wbt< h it that
the Fmolre has only borrowed.for the purposesof war,
two thousand millions. Ibo return for which bos bo<px
the glories of t-'ebastopnl, Mag«uta and Soli'erlno, and
Bee hundred millions for peace, while it bus executed
work* tbe value of whicb Is lira hundred millions.has
been spending money so last that ponplo are reminded of
he proverb thai a beggar, set on horseback, Invariably
rides to the devil; snd hie railing on the representative*
»f tho people to help him out of the scrape be bus got
iuto la not very well reeolved, however tbe semi-oflkiat
journals may eulogize it. A loan la clearly Impossible,
and we thsll have an issue of fifty franc D' tos. The old
disposition l« manifesting itself to get hold of tbe gold and
board it. Tbe stagnation in every sort of commerce Is
felt to be increasing, and it is known that the funds are
only kept to their present low standard by artificial
me*»°

'
'

fit"i\e meantime th" news from Italy Is discouraging in
the extreme. Tbe King of Sardinia's minia'ry la daily
expecfod to collapse. At Naples the stuto of reaction can

only be put down by a second recourse to Caribaldl, and
thsre la overy probability that th# rod«hirts<| tjflro. whb
hns beon s<> abominably used, will sootl *p,»V-ir again on

tljo political atage. England, with her hands full ot the
American qr.Alrcl. must leave Italy to him whose "idea''
it wis pand with Hungary, Toland and Venice, Europe bids
quite as fair to have her hands full ss America.

lite I'aris shops am miking (help niual display of novelties.M.Tahan,at the ("orncr of the Hue de la I'atx,
is bnjliant as syelr, but complains that purchasers have
greatly fallen olfsiuce last year. The American demand
la entirely dried up, and but for more than uaual exportationto England he would have much of bia wares still undisivami of. M. tilroux. on tho Itoulevard des Ciipucuics,
who at tliii snasou of the year p w-u-ssiw the chief emporium,has a handsome collection of beautiful novelties la
buhl, inanpieteric, ancrter*, docks, toys, puzzles, Ac,
but innkes n similar complaint. His original paintings,
which In former years found American customers at from
one to four thousand franca Melt, remains heavily on
hand.

Oar St. Petrretiarg .Correspond* ire.

Sr. rnrmsHt an, IVo 14,1841.
l\t Council of Minitl'rt.Anglo-American Difficulty.

Political /fefro.tj.ref. Kut'ian Advice to Iht Americant.
Aricifrom Ike Caucasvt, tic.
We aro rathor aurpriaed to sae the importance attached

by foreign publicists to a recent ukase of the Emperor's,
appointing a Conncil of Ministers who are to dcllberato
In hie presence. They discover in It the germ of a constitutionalgovernment, of ministerial responsibility. in

short, of a radical reform' In the administration of the empire.The simple truth Is that this measure merely
applies to snd revises what In- subsisted all al<>ng undera dilToraut appellation. For th- Inst thirty yenra, at

leaat. lhare baa baen a Committee Ministers (Kornita
Mini trctf), composed of the hea Is of tbs ministers, the

Mroctor Urneral of Publlo Works, the Comptroller of
the Empire, and the Secretaries of State for Polsnd
and Finland, and of which, at the accession of
Alsianriar II., the late Prince ChermishelT was President,
aa well aa of the Imperial Council. After tho pence of
Paris that nobleman was aurceedod by Prince OrlolT, who,
when he resigned offlcu e.irly this year, w.is replaced by
Oonnl Dlondotf This committee has now received the title
of Council (flovate), and will be presided over by the

I'.niporor himself, which can scarcely be looked upon as a

slop towards constitutional government. In the present
ii r r. >, indeed, the personal influence sxorlcd by the
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Czar is likely to havo a beneficial effect upon the de"
liberations of his Ministers, as he is decidedly
more liboral than any of them, except, perhaps,
Oneral Chuffkoi and M. Valuyeff, tho new

Minister of the Interior, and hie authority will
restrain tho reactionary tendencies of the rest and aefAWflt*#»,». ir.f fx al.tot tin Ctf r.fnrrrw llirtt IlKVd Itfli'

decided upon, but have hi Lierto teen obstructed by the
dllatoria^Ks of our statesmen and the tenacity of our

ouieaucralie. As this reault, however, depend* entirely
unon the character una activity of one man, and doe? not

afford the slightest guarantee for the future, it is no won

dor that the measure in question has created much leas
sensation here thuu it appears to have done abroad.
The Internet excit'-d by the intelligence from Ame-ica

1a infinitely greater. Kor some time we bad looked forwardwitb anxiety to a rupture between the United
States and England, and now our warst fears seem

about to bo realized. It was the apprehension of
such a catastrophe that induced our govern*
mcnt to oiler Ita services as mediator
between ibe Northern and 8outb*ru portions of tho Union,
convinced that their reconciliation was the only way to
avert complications with European Powers less amicably
disfiosed towards you thun Russia. Of course we could
not anticipate such an inlrrmetto a* that of the Trent; but
nom tuo traditional policy or England It wos taty to
foresen that aooner or laiar some incident would occur to

give her u pretext or an excuse for interference. Whether
it is owing to good fortune, or to the superior dexterity of
her atr.tesrnen. England haa almost invariably contrivedto attack her enemies at a disadvantage, while in
her own hour of need they have forborne, either from
generosity or from want of resolution, to retaliate
upon bor the injuries they had received. In theCritneai
war she had banded one half of Europe against Russia,
while the other half observed a suspicious neiitraJiivg
The only Power that ehowod any sympathy for us wa_
the United Status of America, but unfortunately onr
just enough to give mortal offence to England, with >ut
affording u» any material benefit. John Hull pocketed ,
the insult offered him by the dismissal of his ambacsa- ,

dor; but hetreuaured itup in his heart of hearts, knowing (
full well that the time for vengeance was not yet arrived. j
In laot, at that precise moment a war with America f
would hare been ruin tho British fleet was engaged in ,
the Baltic, tho Blscs Sea and the waters of Kamschatka; (
their army had poriitheo before Sebastopol, and, not- j
withstanding unheard of eObrts, could only be )
replaced by recruits whoso calibre was shown by t
their assault of theRodon; and in a very few weeks th» r
Americans might have overrun Canada and occupied the 4
West Indies, while their cruisers would have swept tho
mercantile navy of England from the ocean. This favorableopportunity was lost. Russia, abandoned to her own

*

resources, and threatened by Austria in the west and
Sweden in tho north, was fain to conclude peace on tho
best terms she could obtain. Soon after the Indian mutinybroke out, during which the existcr.co of the British r

empire was hanging on a thread; but neither her anci. nt s

rival, France, nor Russia, against whom the had just car- j
ried on s most unprovoked war, over thought of profiting '

by her embarrassment, snd in Amarlea they illuminated '
in honor of the British victories. This was acting like '

warm boarted man and good Christians, but mt like '
astute uoliticians: and it is too much to exDeti that the 1
wily utiii unscrupulous aristocracy who rule England
will display the same Christian \i tues. The Unitod
States baa long boon s thorn iu ti sir side, and when they
think a favorable opportunity has arrived for extracting
it they will not bo deterred by philanthropic motives or
the sentimental considerations of law and religion.
For yon to engage in a war with England at the prosentmoment, therefore, would be to play into the hands

of the enriny. United you would have nothing to fear;
but you have not yet succeeded in crushing the Southern
rebellion; a declaration of war would raiso the
blockade of the South and transfer it to the North; your
detached corpe now carrying on operation# at tho South
would be cut off and run the riak of being made prisoners;
and as long as there is a rebel army near tho Potomacyou will be unable Ui assail the enemy in his on'y
vulnerable point by undertaking an expedition to Canada.
Foreign assistance you have none to expect; wo are unfortunatelyup to our ears iu nnancial and other difficulties.and the ruler of France, for some inscrutable reasons
of his own. is clearly rnther incliued to pat John Rull
on the back than to afford you his moral or Tentorialsupport. Take au example by your adver
sary, then; be coc4, bide yunr titue, aud me>"
bis studied isisssion with studied composure, tliv up
Messrs Mason and 8ltJ«lI. if absolutely necessary; tho
letter of the law seem* to he against you; and,.»f(or all,
their surrender will ccrtaiuly not be so doep u litimllin
tion as that you inflicted upon England by tuni ng oat
poor Sir John Cramptou nei a and crop. B assured that if
either England herself, or any of the groat I'oweiS of Enrope,wore in a similar predicament, they woul 111 I himitateto grant the satisfs-iiou revjuh aJ. and, far frotu low. ringthemin tho opinion "l the world, such woll-t.mo concessionwould be applauded by every sensible poiiticUn
and by the immonse majority of tho nubile.
Accounts from the Caucasus published « few days ago

in the Sevtrmija l\k*la would lead us trf bope that the
pacification of inat region nan at ian neon onoeio-i. it
will be remembered that aftor tbo capture of Schamyl n

the Eastern Caucasus submitted to the domiulon of Rus "

ala; but in the West many tribes rsmaiuod hostile, al- 11

though aome of them.as the Abazechs, the I'bigce, tc *

have followed the example of their leader, Mahomet Arvir,
in acknowledging themselves Uie vassals of the Whito

"

Tsar. On the shores of the Euxlue, on the I,aba and other
inland rivers, hostilities on a Mnall scalo have continue I
almost uninterruptedly for tho last two years, and,
although the Russian arms made steady progaaa and the 01

few tribes were gradually driven into the mountains, 5'
these paltry skirmishes cost tho lives of many brave soldiers,and prevented tbe inhabitants of the ,
frontier provinces from turning their undivided J
ittenllon to tho arts of peace. We hear now thatdnringtho Emperor's sojourn in the Caucasus thcoldcraof the
shapsoogh" and other tribes appeared before biin and
signified their readiness to submit,*if they were allowed
Iho undisturbed possession of their fields and pastures, m

for which they are willing to pay a small tribute These £
alters wsre graciously accepted, the elders wre dismiss M

»d by the Emperor clothed in IckilaU of honor, and with V
the intimaliou that tho details of tbo proposed arrange-
ment should be settled between them and the Com ol

nanuer-in-Chief, Count Eudokimulf, and if these nog >- c<

nations are brought to a satisfactory conclusion the long '

druggie in the Caucasus will, thanks to the personal in
erventIon of the Emperor, have arrived at Its final terniilation.p

THE AMERICAN QUESTION. I
T
11

England m Aijrlnm of Eillei. g,
rt.» A.» i <u.<(asi Pnai /ffnvnrnm*nt firoan \ IW Of\ 1

In the various manifestations of .American opinion al
shich havo reached Europe since the Trent outrage Oret Bt
lurprisod and shocked uh, nothing ia more remarkable pl
ban the general Indifference they reveal as to the poeai
do Judgments, and oven probable cenaorea, to which j,
hat outrage might be expected 10 give riae in the com- n|
nunities «r tho Old World. Tbo federal government, |a
vhirh lirg by the breath of /ntMtp opinion. d^ws not appear Vl
'or a single moment to reatiu the t'teti that who/ it Xefirit a
gondii ion of <tj OK.ti authority vtaye an important part in j.
inctmf atid monarchical, not lest than in rerentlyfuun'letl &
xnd democratic State*; and that both tho national aentl- ^
lienLa which it outrages, and tho commercial internal*
which it in.luroa. are able to exercise a very important w
infloeuce on the policy of more than one European Slate. 0i

Its foreign, just like its domestic policy, haa been based jt
on a aeries of miicalculattona. It believed from the very al
aret that the commercial necesntiet of a regular atlon hip m

ply uvtlii (irerrule and ovrjojcr all reyartl/or the priori- ,,

of ouWtc law, tmdintpire Baroptan tfooernrynU with c,
'i"7 'i-a alone.thai of MtUning. hp ['\frof? meant and t<
n. fii'crcr lia^ardi.the teHnfftSR^n of the unr, Jt was \
beiioted that the l&sre cSuseijuent on the frolongatlon b
of tho war would be, especially to the manufacturing u
interests ol lh!l eoOhtrjr, so Mormoyg, and the blow In- g
tilctod en the naitoual r>Tosp»riiy so ratal, that the active
1 art iclpnttoi}_of England in the suppression of the revolt
would be almoet commanded by the Instinct of self
preservation. Ihe futility <J thti returning toon became
apparent. With tho apprehenilon of suffering
greatly from « deficient supply in tho raw m:ic.
rial of horchiaf manufacture, the right feeling of tho
country taught that Kngluid would suffer still mnro In
her laetiDg moral and political influence hy a departure,
cudar tho pressure of inimodinto cotumeroial Interoita,
from th ><-e grett priuclplcs of intornallonal law and jus <

tier on which the whole political edifice of modern civilizationIn a great measure rests. The neutrality of this
country, so clearly in accordance with the first principles
of public law, was not loss emphallcslly sanctioned by
the voice of public opinion. But the Northern States
seem resolved to rocogniae ae public law only the hand
to mouth scrape of a maritime Jurisprudence Intrude I to
sal is!y an immrdiate craving of tbo public passions, and
to acknowledge as public opinion nothing more trustworthythan the ochoes of American moh oratory, tins
it almost tem/ied to -uppote thai the frith tympaihitcrt,
whore influence in the Americanprett it not'rv uduexerted
for emit hoitile to thii country, ha>l transplanted to Arw York
theprertdenti/generattup piMicojnniim.no ludicrously Ulna
trated in ouo of lowy Morgan's oarltctl works, In which
0 aspiring lureiini. umv... i« .. ,

b forehaud Ibo plaudit* to his own discourse. At each
telling iKJi lod Of Mr. Crswley s speech, tlio "len t it
ante?" of oo« venal t iady «u instantaneously mot by the
"<jr.li, Il'a mighty natal" of another, and thla praconcertedduet of admiration waa afterwards daaoribed aa the
apontacroua tribute of popular applause. In tbo Not ih
ern States public opinion would appear to be nianufao
lured in a aimiiar fashion. And It la perhapa Trom an

Intimate knowledge of tbe utter woriblossnvas of tbo na
live article tbat the public opinion of other countrlra n,
by American polltlctana. ao contemptuously Ignored or

disregarded. Men who boaat of having their ey«a ao

woll peeled that they run no risk of ever being snagged
by foreign gumsnckora. may bollove tbat thoyhave tbe
powor. as certainly aa they have tbe will, or' eatawampousiychnwing up tbe poor old British Lion at a fortnightsuotice.
The commouta of the whole European press on the facte

of the Trent outrsgo muat, however, by this time have
convinced tbo Northern Staloa tbat public opinion on this
sale of the Atlantic Is neither dormant nor undecided in
its views on the federal policy. Hy an error as great as
tbat prompting the firet conviction, tbm a cotton manufacturingaouuli y could not afford to remain noulral, tbo
government at Washington Ina bean led to interpret our
strict observance of neutrality aa a national In
(lifTeierne to evory other interest, even to the hgh
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est of all.tiiat of our country's honor. Thin msconceptionhas led it into a second mistake respectingl)>e political feeliugs entertained regarding
the American struggle by other Europoan Ftales.
It is true that *u are tho iirst and iho greatest
sufferers by a doflcient cotton supply. But a great,
though not pcrhups the same, amount of sullering.
of mercantile embarrassment. of commercial distress, ia
oro irioned by the American contest in orher countries s

wi ll as in England; nor bavo these countries the compensatingresources by winch ws are enahled to b'ar the
sh >olc, In >' ance, in Hdpiam, in Gtrwiany, e>"*s in Italy,
a grmt di 'uilaneein Lhrrtjulcir court* <]f trnffic ha< fcecii
causeit by the Amrriean slrvqgie. lno lominK" 01 a Kruuucu
i*#''1 sy an I rivalry,« hicli wore expected 10 spring up
and strikingly rivai themselves in foreign countries, at
the p.oepect of a great depression in tho commercial
pr<>S|>erity of England, have certainly not beon revealed
iu anything like the proportions that might natura ly
liavo Ixcti look-(1 for. The res-ou is evident. One can
underrtand the satisfaction tell by other maritime
States >n the sixteenth century at tho depression
and decay of Venetian commerce, bccaose of the
shirting in the currents and tides of tho world's
trade, by which Venice was impoverished, was the very
cause by which the Slates of Western Europe were en
riched. But if at the time when the ships of Venico
were covering every soa, hor trude with the Levant bad
been suddenly arrested, and no fresh oui'etg discovered
for thecmmerceof the rest of Eur i>e, tho emtiarrassmentsof Vcnico would have excited a .dely different feoiings.Her troubles would not I ivc beau eonllncd totierseifaloue, but would have shared by Spain and
Portugal, by France, Kng'ai and the Hanso Towns.
1%ir is precisely what has haff* if d in Ihe present American
cim/est. It is true that wo are dependent on America for
cotton, but other countries a* tocll as ourselves are depend
cnt directly on Americafor the raw material, or indirectly
through our supplying them with the man ufactured a/it le.
The shoe may pinch us, but its pinching is nothing comparedto the torture of the l>oot, as felt by countries of

" » vutlh nur nut

but has no prospect or meeting theso wants with our re
sources. When we stood aloof fr> m the struggle, at howevergreat a sacrifice to our material interests, other
countries, though ltcw.se sufferers, could scarcely, even
with a good graco, express a sympathy on either si te.
This will not. however, prevent a very general feeling of
tatisfnclion if, by our interference, the chances of a

speedy termination of the strugglo become increased.
Wo have epokon as yut only of matcriul interests, lot in
the present instance there are great political principles at
ilalte. Wo are upholding, not for ours lvcs alone, tbo
lumtnon principles of internetional law. We are vindicating,not for ourselves alone, the rigli's of all neutral
'owors. Weju*e defending, not for {englishmen alone, but
or tho oppressed and persecuted of svory people on the
mrlh, the san iily of the csyl'/m snuciht by the nrile (tithe Briishtail, or en the deck of the British vessel which. whilst our
lag floats over it, is as a -red and inviolable as any dense tic
ieart\ ifi the centre of the land. These fscts are so evident
hat nothing, save the blindners caused by prejudice or

Mission, could permit them for a moment to be called in
loubt.

The War Policy of the United States and
Mr. Seward's Foreign Diplomacy.

[From the I/radon Tim «, Dec. 20.1
The government of the United States is under tho same

ioce«slty as our own of presenting to its Legislature a
ufllcient ma«s of Its ottlcial correspondence. There, as
">m . «... Sou/ mnniha will anmetimAS throw a new

ight upon documents that answered the purpose of the
>our, but soon ceased to bo fresh and plausible. In the
ipring and summer of this year, when every mail was to
aring to Kurope the final rout of the rebels and the burningof the confederate bubble, the newly appointed Milistersof tbe fedora) government were busily instructing
he Courts of Kurope in the only right and (xifaible way
af regarding the rebellion. Mr. Secretary Seward was at
ho bead of this propaganda. Ho would permit no other
riew, nojnipgiving or doubt. The questions of robe lion,
PdependSBno, federation and unity, regular war and brilandsfc.n e unfortunately familiar to all the courts of Kuope.Th re are probably no subjects on which we bare
ess need to cross the Atlantiofor illustrations and doctrine.
Hi of us, in our turn, have had to accept as fact* n Kit we
iad stigmatized and punished as crimes, and to receivefrom
ictoriotis Sates their own doctrine of nationality, imU/iendneeand sovereign right. Our own principal experience
las boon with tho Americans themselves.Nortb anil
k>uth. The controversy has not become obsolete, nor has
t flagged, for It In one of our newest topics, and in tbe
*>rros|x>ndence before us we And M. Thouvenel pointngto the circumstance that Frnncu "still hesitates'' to
eoognlse tbe new kingdom of Italy. Wo have all come
o regard the subject with much impartiality, but with
ivory desire to adjust our views to the real facta of the
iase. De jure pretensions now ata</s go Xittb way against
U facto armaments; and if the six or eight million people
hat occupy a territory aro ovidenlly of one ndud as to
Is gnvornment and laws, and meet arg imouts with
i»it load and cold Rtcel, we leave the question
11 their hands, and no longer lenly to ih«e
rhora we cannot pet to IMcti. So tho Cabinets of
Intone ra ghi.ptohapf). Iiave been eft to form their own
pinions of tho American |oarr.-l, and act in th e inaUnce
a they tviv aotod in a (I / n or two otltnrs. Hut tbat
rottld not unit the taste of Mr. Vward. II-* m tat preach
he right tai'h df loya.tv an - li cti n It im from the
oil or the Pilgrim Fathers I at the orthodox doctrine of
hsdience must como. The old worid has to be enlighten
I on this point. It is true that we have hero several pretty
trong specimens of absolute Ism. Km ma goes t> >nie « ay,
nd Austria is not bebimlhand. Kven Prussia has a
reed of sound political obedience. Hut Washington must
oeila transcend them all. To Mr. Soward is it given t»
)jch the nations tbat a rebel is always a rebel, and that
vaaon is treason cvermoro. Lloar it, ye peoples, groat
nd giualll Welcome i Saturnian reign of univeraal obi*.
n-uce, enforced by legitimate powder and shut. and by
10 approval of all th'» government* a'reu-ly vatablubeo.
re* ks and Romans, Hungarians and Poles, Sicilians and
enptians, listen to tho law of right divine proclaimed by
Ir. Sews-d, Secretary to Mr. Abraham Lincoln, President
r the United States of Amorica, lu this the eighty sixth
oar of tlieir independence from the British crown!
As early as last February Mr. Buchanan's Secretary of
late was warning tho representatives of his government
lat it was "uot improbable'' the confederates w ould try '

obtain their rccogoilion by foreign governments; and, I
;cordiiigly,thoy weroto explain satisfactorily tho roasons r

their present domestic troubles and the grounds of the 11

ope lb it entire harmony would soon be restored, flhese
ere points on which foreign goverunisnls.it was sup- 1 1
rood. could hardly be able to form an opinion themselves.
Ir. Seward t *>W up this pleasant tone, and desired his
spree uitat ivce to assure the outer world that the PresentontcrUined full confidence in the speedy restoration
rtbe harmony ant unity of the mibhiiiI, not, of
jurse, by arms, but by a tlrm. yet Just end liberal boarig,cooperating with tho deliberate and local action of the
mericon people.
Our own Foreign Office must indeed have been charmed

> hear from Mr. Seward, through Mr. Adams, that the
reel lent did not apprehend any dismemberment of the c

hion, especially by a line of longitude, thorc being no t
ichatblng, it seems, in the goo rrapby of tho state*, c

he practical unity of the nation, and the abatement of o

36 only existing can io of aliot^lion, bad put tho I'uited c

tales already boyond tho danger* of division. The so- s

llled Confederate*, initio opinion of tho President, wero fl

ttempltng a phyaital impossibility, not to apealc of the n

licidal course of establishing a government on the very b
rlni ipioof reboilion which, of course, nevor has answer- t
i yet, and nover will answer. To enable Mr. Adams to r

3 hie ;art at oar court Mr Seward omiltod no resource *

' instruction and prompting, Kngland'e morality, Eng. t
nd'a interests, Englan i s social sympathies, Kugau l s c

antty, were all concerned in the question. H'hat nobler d
miniion thanlXal in thefuture aqet of the. world the should u

ok aerots the Allantir on a child of A;T ptC'i, rtrd'hing o

mtti theqlibe feom thi fforth t'cle toC ipe Ho. n, and nam- 3
ring h-indroll million* und'r one united government. k

At first it was to be gently hinted that it would bo n
.,l ,1a anil »rininl#wntilil lie tneriLori- C

uriu ruKimin o n h>.v, ... t

i», to interfere for the restoration of order and unity. u

t this hope failed, and time wore on. arul at the eonfeJer u

can-'-i « "«-< i ttronger front. the American g oern- I:
ent considered its relations in Europe had reached a eritu t
i which ntc-yflfy tola 't< a derid- >t /land. The ro 1

>gnltmn Of ins *0 celleJ SouthefA 6on?o3er.lcy v. aa not t

> be made a subject of tochntcal definition but tho «

inorlean government Intimated that, as a concassion of t

nlhgcrcnt rights was liable to he constrund as a recognion,it would not pass unquestioned, and the America
ovornmi'nt would resent surh a concession If It Mold do |
j effectually. It is p>iuful to observe that, while Mr. l

award wan inspiring tho whole corps of Am rican repre-
ontalivesat ail tho court* of Flumps with philosophy,
hutorio, arguments, porsuaslves, and tact suited
j their respective poeltlona, our own I-Vjrclgn Miuietor
ad tho rutinte to admit "that ho did not hlm.sHf know
rhut lie was to say." If that phrase expresses with sin
ular force tho slate of foaling and Intolllgenc of tho
thole Itritish poop's upon American afTtfrs, it only shows
iow little of a match we a'l ore, from the government
lownwardg, for American diplomacy. It Is some com

ort. however, to observe that the statement In whlah
/irdKuss.ll took refuge from his uncertainty was at least
ate. "If It was expected of him to glvo any p'edge of an
ibs<dute nature that his government would not .at any
uture tlma, no m itler what the circumstances might he,
ecognlre an existing State In Amerlcn,-it was more iban
10 could promise." This waa not much to extractfroni
he Itritish government after so vast an expend.lure of
iiploniatic -kill.

It is somewhat flattering to ear national vnnltr to And
hat tho ropru-rntatlon' made to tho Continental I'owe a

v»i« oven moro confident and more pereevo -log an I that
.he doctr.nal p eltiona wore eveu more unqualified than
.hose in.a o to thieoonntry. As late as May :.0 M. Thou
renel was Informed that the rebellion was alritle, and
nusl soon bo over: there wae not a chance of the Union
joiu« diasolvod, Mr. Seward would not hear of "beings
at" rights." Tbo flitted States would only be one,

sillier for peaca or for war. T» Prussia Mr. Soward en

>ealed is the lover of order,nod m standing herself on

in unre.outing opposition to revolutionary m it# ants.
Thu pi es n< of a large Gcrmau population In the Stales,
tad, it might have boen added, In the federal army, was

k ape. ial eaeon why Prussia should wish weil to that
tide; and it must havo boen Sum* relief to the govern
stent at Washington to hear that Prnsela would not
insist the Confederate Plates to fit out privateers
itcigium was reminded that sba had a good market
In tlio Slates, and that the, with the otb»r nations
>f Europe, depeoded on lbs peace and undisturbed
ictlvity of the American people. To Mai!-o it wss gently
lit..tod that the Confederates would probablv make np
'or iho loss r.f the Northern Stales by a raid on their
Southern neighbors.a notion very familiar toth- govern
mi I of Washington. To Austria and Spain v y ilttla
irgumcnt apnea to have been necssary, r.n I a few
Icii'TAlillos about order, loyalty, and ro u e uftleed to
elicit the moelsatlefactory assurances. Tho ini«h Torslfctiminister, tnd»od. had heard, as early as April 24.
Ihut eitonelvo military and naval nreparstlo- s were ho

Ing made In tbo North to enforce the federal inre nney
in the South. "I replied," save Mr. Preiton '"hut I felt
ueured liis information was arrooeouf." Ihc error we
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d) not quite ae -, hut w« presume t» w is exported the:-panish government should heleve the fe leral cause toe
tror g to requireeuch prepare tone.Her*' is a man who a.s«oio»a t Instr' ct the entire h'lmanrace as to the orig n, rights and prospects of the wetin the United states, atid wIioro confident assurance a*to the dimensions and d'TaiK ii of the war aro beltod t> Itare the ewdl reach tttytWt Telleu these assuranceIdoes tlie argument stand. The belligerents are not to 1>4 Irecognized twca se they are a handful, and their efibrta IJust f< r a day. Hero we stand at the *t>uroa< hof anotli"! " I

.urwai ie represented ny two immense armies.togetherhalf a million.looking at one tuioth'f
scp+b the I'otornsc an I i.ellher able to make the leastimpres-ion on the other.

Arbitration Rot Rerdrd by England.[From the T/.ndon Times, liec. 20.]Tho hnlica'iouK of coming war would not bo completowith -ut :t letter from Mr. (Job on. summoning us to ke.pthe peace towards all mankind, and u.ore especially towards(ho Slate which has nvide up Its m nd to give us
the earliest and m< at corn[dele opportunity of testing our
va.or in the tace of the world.

«

Is it to he said that su h a case is within the meaning
of the protrco! of the Congress of Paris. aud that England
would bo bound to otter arbitral 1. u before proceeding Us
encounter hostility by hostility' W..uid such a proceedingbo ro; sister.I with either dignity or good
sense, or would it uot obviously expose ur. 10 the couUmiptof all mankind, as a nation wh.cli presumrd to take ui on
itself a first rule part iutheadaiiS <1 the w rid withoutcourage enough to insure the support of its friouds
or enforce the respect of its enemies? Sup ore on tiio
oilier h ind, as has frequently ha'u* rod before now, that
a dispute about a boundary, a right of tlshiug, or a claim
to search vessels fur slaves, were to arise between
England and the United States. Wo should all admit thai
such a case might fairly be referred to arbitration, aud
that it was tiot only wise and Christ.an, but highly
honorable, to have recourse to such expedient In re
plunging our country into war, and the counties* n
ties which .car, even in its most successful firui, is s m
to indict npou each belligerent. What, thou, is the differencebetwe< n those two cases, which nukes an appeal
to arbitration in the one little sli- rt of a r acred duty ; i«
th~ other, a mcamtr.v, a ecwa dire a>ol Ji.hoturf
The diiierence Is quite manifest. In the < na
case, there is a dispute about rights, but nothing
has bieu d-mo derogit >ry to the position of eilhoi
n; u a »v.ci»nu MIMI muupvu'icni rywt'r. iu iu«

other case the matter has been treated, not as one ol
rlghis, to he settl«d by reason and dlsoufo-tou, but as t u<
of (>ow er, to be determined by the Bt rondos I band. A
nation may without dtsgias- admit that it has boon in
error in claiming sumo privilege or exorcising some supposoiiright, and few of those whose fate it husbo'-n to be
mixed up with many and iraiuriant transactions can pesSiblyclaim to bo exempt from suoh a cha go. But us
roon as violence is substituted for an ap|>eal to r-*as- n
discussion is closed, and there remain* nothing but to defendby foroe what force, and not reason, has been em
ployed to attack.
Now, to wbich of these two classes does the question al

issue between us and the Northern Stales of America I el'dig?Are wo in the domain of reason, and therefore ol
arbitration, or of undisguised force, and therefore ot
violence and compulsion? No unprejudiced poison,
wo think, can doubt for a m»meut as to tho answer
that must be given to this question. The quar
rel between us and tho Umied States has not
arisen from any difference of speculative views as to th*
respective rights of neutrals and bolligerents, nor yet h u
It arisen from any disputed question of facts which cou'd
be cleared up by evidence and inquiry, nor yet have the
United States put forward any claim wbich we deny. A
controversy as to the rights of belligerents over neutrals
so long ns the question is confined to controversy, might
be settled in many ways.by negotiation, by the arbitrationof a friendly power, by appeals to the decision ot
learned and impartial men, or by the judgment of a competentcourt of Justice, supported by such roasm and authorityas might commend it to the geaeral good sense
and equity of maukind. TVe<eerier of our qttarrtl with
incrt"i iv inau tnc u»sj>vic w w* fjtcctiuucr., ukm h m iu% u

cn/lict <rf reason and authority, that it is not restrained withinthf limits </ controversy, but hat taken theform of co-tout
violen t.4 The controversry is c< mmeuccd. not by a claim
or demand, but by a forcible seizure of llie matter In
dispute, not for the purpose of putting tho right to seize
11 in the way of judicial decision, but to suicrsede all
such decision by an open appeal to force. Argument wo
cammed with eigumcnt, claim with c'aiin, authority
with authority. Vloleucc, if persevered in, we can only
en outiter by vlolonce. We cannot a'low a lawsuit Itiwe. n
two nations to be commenced by the forcible leisure and detentionofthe things in dispute. S.tch a proeoediug is not
an act of controvoray, but, if ordorod, avowed, or adoptedby another Government, is an act of war, and by war
alone to De encountered. War has been described as the
last reason of Kings: but, if such proceedings wore to bo
considerod as only entitling the party des; oiled to arlii
tralion, if would soon become the first. It would always
be convenient to posees* ourselves by violence of trio
thing in dispute, if by so doing we incurred no worse penaltythan by peaceably profetring a chum for it.
H is impof-s.ble not to gee that tho courso advocated by

Mr. Cobden would by no mean* lead to the fir-serration of
peace either in the present instance or in th future; not in
the prt.vnt instance, because the Americans would find the
East/ tatii n to protract negotia:ions to an endless extent, irreristihlsso long as negotiation would insure their f/o sessi n
y the captured eur os. The only result would lie thatiitormuch time wasted, we should hare to make tho
peremptory demand which wo make now, end all our for
bearslice would not avoid this inevitable issue. As for
the future, it is quite clear thai s icli a precedent woui 1
tend t<> ai in strong States agaiust the weak, and to sub
itituto a v ioleni seizure in every case for a paciilc demand.We a e not, as Mr. Cobden sijs, two interestedlurtioxdiiTermv on aeubtle moot of International Law.
H'o are two nations, on* or wh m has olfered to tba other
in unprovoked act of violence.an act which may lie
.bought desirable. We insist upon knowing clearly
shethor we are in the region of war or in peace. If th >

ieizi.ro ol' the prisoners woe the act or tlie American
[overument originally,or If It be adopted by tbem ncw^
t is an act or war, and as such to he encountered by war.
r they disown it. they must prove their sincerity by relairingit. It is Impossible to negotiate in the foi incr
use. lhc latter has not yet arisen. There is, therefore
10 room for arbitration.

rh« War ArgnnirnU anil Seresslon Pro*
pHcriea of the I<ondon Times.

(From the lamdon News, Lkc 20 ]
The London Tim-* IS dscidedly making progress. Aftrr

tiinuliUing tk demnniar jxutionnf war l,y rvrydei-irt ofltie
aryart. aftrr carefully harnciuitny every gat* bv which tht

mint of i*o<-r might mtT, it is now just as the o Is afoir
hit the diftsrenceeof tho two countries may be settled
vithout bloedabed, prewiring ili rmiteri for the propositi it

f nit iiiterernhii/W in >KoIf of tht South in (Ac nurse of hununify.Yes, shado of Wilberforce, of humanity and lbs
livilizalion of mankinJ. It ia oppressed with the thoupbt
hat the "war tu America is brctahzingat 'east oris of the
omh.itants." As If there was cvsr a war since ibn days
f the first conqueror which did not brutailzo both the
omhatants. As If war were not in its essential
istura brutal and to he hold in horror, and
inly to bo undertaken under compulsion of the clenrest
leceetltv. It might have boon supposed that the sensb
illitles "of our contemporary had been worndod by
he doings of the |>Ois. nors of woils.the tin lorminers of
ailway bridges, or tho assassinators of sentries, duels
rblch, originated by the men of the South, havs revealed
he fori city of character which tho institution ot slavery
ngenders in a commuultv. Hut no, tho Tint's, with a mo- ««»wlilok twntiM li« pndfmlhir If It u nro not an f>nnrn_

lent, puts off the attribute of omniscience, and baa do

pi>ortunity of markit.g the conduct of the Ooufodcrates,
o far a< its kn >w!edgegn< », "it it the North which is
rowing fierce end bloodthirsty," and "threatening 10
nurder tu cold blooJ." Those who have fnl owed tins
onmo of our confemt orary for the last si* months will
mt be surprised to flDd that these atrocious recusations
re made without a pretence of evidence. Their value,
ndi-ad, U indepen'tint of evidence, they are prized for
heir own salt1. Far be it from us to contradict th'<m
'hero must ho a groat many persona who I ko thiu sort of
hing.persons to whom abuse of a people too much liko
tureelves not to be corulatly hated if bread and suit and.
vinf. - .

Ot'if contemporary, truculent as he becomea when them
is an alarm of peace, can hft Sentimental. The Kortt orn

fovernmont holds thaiy prisoner* taken onboard the
ioulhr n privateers, and as it has t.ot accorded be!ilge
rent rights to Its ni.voisaries, the legal positron of tlcse
rullians who have embraced the li ado if blood for ti e
sake of spoil, Is that of pirates. Accord ugly, they are

kept In close conflueinunt, nnd live on prison far \ Havinggiven the tamo of " torlure" to the ordinary tnat
m nt ot c Iminal prisoners, tho fimrs forebodes the demh
of one of them, and lets nc know beforehand that the
natural liltHlbooil of that event.suico tiny a-o in my,
ntl im i«*« monai m pi »">ri naii «»

vent hit calling atteniiou to such a death a* a " minder
in cold blond .-inch In the superior wisdom of Ih* ing
llsli proas; such the moueratmu which entitles us to give
ourselves sirs over tli* Amerlrnas.
Rut lb* T,n*rt has discovered alone* bcwhe. "Wear*

told," says our contemporary, " th it Heats have gone
forth from New l.omlon and Now Hertford, laden not with
soldiers and arms, but with ston"s, and that tlio*o fle is,
with their stony burthe s,scuttled brand-dde, have oblllerntedfor years to Come the cha.inels of entry by s «a

to iliuss cursed cities,Charleston ami fttvauuult,'' Our
contemporary does not say that he believe.' this, hot hi
nevertheless formle upon it an indictment of tho I'nlted
Plates government as guilty of an act of hoetliity agnlnsl
the whole human race. To* sole authority for the statenientIs an ostract from a ylrul tit nml boastful nnouy.
mou* latter, such as the la«te of the Naw Yoik mob demands.Yet upon this trashy evidence our contentporvy (foes on to exclaim that people carol 1* of an act
like this would pluck tho sun out of heaven, a d to

wonder that there am any among ua not ashamed
- « .I.a~,. .i. »« will, them and Hie r d'dngs.
w mm... J
Touching "shame," If the indulgence ami |.revocation of
ihe rpo«< flendtah i-aaetnna la a pint ra< »e cfrh.nio, *«

may, one of thcge dayr, have a word lo «ajr to iho

T<v%'$. At preacnt, howevor, we will Invcetigate tha
farta. A littlo Inquiry would bare enabled our contemporaryto aatlafy btmaotf that no inch ve ierar.ee aa the

obliteration of tha porta of Cbarlaatoo and Savannah haa

jrat bean taken, Haa it bean attempted, or la I' intended"
These era qnaatlofWon which, by the nature of iba caao,

direot arldenca la not forthcoming, and we ntuat take

the beet wa ran got. If tho Tiwt had given ua the

pledged authority of |!a "Special Correspondent" fir Its

ataia.ne' t that would have ben eicollent evtnenee; but

It, pr fere to rely on tho ravtm-s of an unknown writer of

a da?* which baa done more than any otlur lo destroy the

reputation of tha Am, rican pruea. A2 to the fact* item
aaivoawo donolfirorers'.obe in )Mwaeeaiuu offi.ll and conclusiveevh! ic. e; but wo have before i.s tha letter of a

moat reepectablo merchant 01" Tliiladelthla, in which the
caao of Chari»aton It thtia referred to.."The 10rtn.1ien of
(bo port of Char anion mnkc.a the malnieunnco of the

blockade by the «UI;ia of our squadron a matter of great

t
_


